The New Covenant Replaces The Old Covenant
Hebrews 8:1-13

Introduction:

I. A Summary (Main Point) of the Argument – 8:1-5
Main point: Κεφάλαιον not just a review. Some review and some preview.
A. The Position of Our High Priest – 8:1
“He is seated”
1. On the Right Hand of God – 1:13
“Sit at My right hand, till I make Your enemies Your footstool”? 
2.   In the Heavens – 8:1b

3.   Passed Through the Heavens – 

Hebrews 4:14
“Seeing then that we have a great ﻿﻿High Priest who has passed through the heavens, 

4.   Exalted Above the Heavens – 
Hebrews 7:26

“has become higher than the heavens;”
B. The Place of Our High Priest - 8:2-3
In the Sanctuary of the True Tabernacle (A Preview of Chapter 9)
1. He is a Minister - λειτουργὸς 
Religious service

2. He is in the True Tabernacle
a. It is in heaven

b. It was built by God – not man.
C. The Performance of Our High Priest – 8:4-6a
(A Preview of chapter 10)
1. Jesus could not be a Priest under the Law

a. They serve in the copy – the shadow

b. Moses made it like the one in heaven.

c. He was given the pattern in the mountain.
2. Jesus is Priest under the New Covenant – 8:6a 

Jesus is the mediator between the Father and the believer. 

II. The Superiority of the Covenant – 8:6-10

Jeremiah predicted the New Covenant 600 years before Christ. He said that the New would replace The Law - Jeremiah 31:31 = Hebrews 8:8-12.
A. The Fact of It – 8:6b-7

Note: The New Covenant has already come. It was ratified at the cross, by the death of the sacrifice, Jesus Christ, Himself.
There are Two Types of Blessings Promised in the Covenant:
1) National blessings to the nation.
2) Individual salvation to the world.

Why is the Nation, Israel still waiting for their blessing from the Covenant?

How did you, individuals, receive your blessing of the Covenant?

The leaders, (speaking for the nation), said, “We will not have this man rule over us.” (Luke 19:14)
Jesus said, “You will not see me henceforth until you say, ‘Blessed is He Who comes in the name of the Lord.’.” (Matthew 23:24)
When the nation believes, they will receive their national blessings of the covenant.

1. He States that the First Covenant had Faults - 8:7

The “if” has several meanings in Greek. This one means that the “if clause” is false.

Paraphrase: 

If Clause: If the first covenant were faultless, (and it was not)

Conclusion: Then there would be no place sought for a second – covenant (but there was).
        [Same as in verse 4]
2. But the Law was Given by God.

Romans 7:12

“Therefore ﻿﻿the law is holy, and the commandment holy and just and good.”
He explains the fault it in verse 8. The fault was with them/the people - “Because finding fault with them.”
B. The Features of It – 8:8-9

1. It is Related to the Future – 8:8a
a. It was future to Jeremiah’s time
b. It was made at the cross.

I Corinthians 11:25

“This cup is the new covenant in My blood.”
2. It is Related to Israel – Not to the Church – 8:8b

To the house of Israel and the house of Judah.

3. It is Not Related to the Old Covenant – Law – 8:9
They are two different covenants.
“not according to the covenant that I made with their fathers in the day when I took them by the hand to lead them out of the land of Egypt; 
Which covenant was that? 

Because of their unbelief, I neglected them.

It was written in the contract:

Obedience brings blessing; Disobedience brings cursing.
[Explanatory note]

Hosea Chapters 1 and 2
Hosea and his wife, Gomer, had 2 children.
God gave them names:
 For the boy - Lo-Ami – not my people.

The girl Lo - Ruamah – not pitied.


--------------------------------------------------

These two covenants are contrasted in 2 Corinthians 3 and Romans 7.
These covenants are not showing how to be saved, but how to live for and serve God.
Salvation for all time, in every dispensation, is by faith alone, plus nothing.
C. The Description of It – 8:10-13

1. It is Inward Instead of Outward – 8:10
Not written on stone, but on the heart and in the mind. (2 Corinthians 3:7)
﻿


Verse10b – “I will be their God, and they shall be My people.” 

God also told Hosea to write:

“Yet ﻿﻿the number of the children of Israel Shall be as the sand of the sea, which cannot be measured or numbered. ﻿﻿And it shall come to pass in the place where it was said to them, ‘You are ﻿﻿not My ﻿﻿people,’ There it shall be said to them, ‘You are ﻿﻿sons of the living God.’ Then the children of Judah and the children of Israel shall be gathered together, and appoint for themselves one head; and they shall come up out of the land, for great will be the day of Jezreel! Say to your brethren, ﻿﻿‘My people,’ And to your sisters, ﻿﻿‘Mercy is shown.’ (Hosea 1:10 – 2:1)
2. It Is Innate Instead of  Learned – 8:11

When Israel comes into their New Covenant, in the Millennium (not true today) everyone will know the Lord.
Isaiah 11:9 says, 

“For ﻿﻿the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover the sea.”
3. It Is Forgiveness Instead of Covering – 8:12

Under the Law sin was not taken away it was covered.

Hebrews10:4

﻿“For ﻿﻿it is not possible that the blood of bulls and goats could take away sins.”
In every sacrifice God was giving an I.O.U. to Himself. 

“I will accept this sacrifice against the sacrifice of Christ when He comes.”
Romans 3:25
“whom God set forth ﻿﻿as a ﻿﻿propitiation ﻿﻿by His blood, through faith, to demonstrate His righteousness, because in His forbearance God had passed over ﻿﻿the sins that were previously committed,”
4. It Replaces the Law Instead of Joining It – 8:13

The writer quoted the entire passage from Jeremiah 31 to get to one word “new.”
When Jeremiah said, “new” he made the first one old.

The Tabernacle/Temple is one. 

The Tabernacle, Solomon’s Temple,

The Temple of Ezra and Nehemiah, 

and Herod’s Temple are all one.

So when the writer talks about the tabernacle he is referring to the Temple in Jerusalem.

Although the New covenant has been inaugurated and the Law has ended at the cross, the sacrifices and feasts are still going on. They will not stop until AD70. But it is already vanishing away.

Conclusion:
